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Rev. Srr, bispess 
Ata meeting of the inhabitants of the first parish in 
Lendonderry, holden at the Meecting-house on the 14th 
instant, it was unanimously voted to request a copy of your 
Sermon, delivered in the forenoon of Sunday the 5th 
instant.—The subscribers being chosena committee for 
that purpese, do accordingly request, in behalf of said in- 
habitants, a copy of your judicious Discourse for publica- 
JOHN BURNHAM, 
CHRISTOPHER S. THOM, 


_. DAVID A. GREGG. 

Rev, E. L. Parker. ee 
Londonderry, May 15, 1816. Rs 
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GENTLEMEN, 


Agreeably to your polite request, in behalf of the east 
parish in Londonderry, and trom respect to the memory of 
Major John Pinkerton, a copy of the Sermon oceasioned by 
his death, though hastily composed, is respectfully sub- 
mitted to you for publication. . 

, E. L. PARKER. 


Messrs. Yohn Burnham, — 
Christopher S. Thom, 
David A. Gregg. 
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PSALM CXIL. 6. 


~~: The righteous shall be in everiasting remembrance. 


In the Pfalm from which thefe words are fe- 
le€ted, we have a very clear and full defcription of 
the believer's character, privileges, and final 
felicity. 

The infpired writer does not bring direQly into 
view the grounds of a finner’s acceptance with 
God, but the characteristic marks merely of thofe 
who are ¢hus accepted, or that difpofition and 
conduét which conftitute a truly righteous man. 
The particular paflage we have felected as the 
fubject of our prefent difcourfe may not be un- 
fuitably improved in reference to the late folemn 
difpenfation, which has deprived the church, the 
town at large, and fociety in general, of one ef 
its moft refpeéted and valuable members—one, 
who has long lived efteemed, and who has died 
lamented. _ 

The leaft token of refpeét, which we can now 
pay to his memory, is to bring into view and 
briefly delineate a character fo juftly efleemed 
and deferving. | 

In the profecution of our fubjeét, we fhall, 


i 


First. Notice some traits in the character oj the 


good or righteous man specified in the Psalm before 
US, ee 

Secondly. Shew in what respects he shail be 
bad in everlasting remembrance. | 


Rt 
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Let it here be carefully remarked, that no one 
is righteous, in‘a truly fcriptural fenfe, but he 
who has been made the fubje&t of renewing and 
fanctifying grace. All {piritual life, every chrift- 
jan grace and virtue, muft be derived from the 
power and grace of the Redeemer. There may 
be natural qualities which are in themselves ami- 
able, and which bear a {trong refemblance to gra- 
cious difpofitions ; but they are not of a truly 
holy nature. This the true Chriftian devoutly 
acknowledges, and afcribes every gracious prin- 
ciple and exercife in his heart to “the fovereign, 
refiftiefs, and new-creating operations of the Holy 
Spirit.” “Bythe grace of God,” he exclaims, 
“T am what I'am.” All is derived from the 
eternal Fountain of excellence. Nothing is origin- 
ally his own.——This being premifed, I obferve, 
that the firft diftinguifhing mark given of the 
righteous man in the infpired Pfalm which con- 
tains our text, is, that “ be feareth the Lord, and 
delighteth sreatly in his commandments.” 

the true filial fear of God, refuhing from a 
principle of love, is often in Scripture ufed to ex~ 
prefs the whole of that religion by which finful 
men come to God, walk with him, enjoy his 
favor, and are prepared for a future and more 
perfe&t ftate. This, in its nature, is effentially 
Gifting from that fervile fear experienced by the 
ungodly. The oneisthe fear of a flave, the 
other that ofa child. It is therefo 


: re faid, the 
man that feareth the Lord “ delighteth greatly in 
» commandments.” | 


Where the true fear of God poffeffes the heart, 
the man will love the divine commandments, 
greatly delight in obeying them, and only grieve 
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that he cannot do the things he would. ‘This 
affectionate and impartial regard to the divine 
will, is, indeed, the moft diftinguifhing charac- 
teriltic of the true believer. A defire to pleafe 
and glorify God is his governing principle of 
life.—-He can, in a fubordinate degree, adopt the 
language of his divine Savior, “| delight to do 
thy will,O God, yea thy law is within my heart.” 
His regard extends to every divine precept. “ He 
efteems all the commandments of God concern- 
‘ing all things to be right, and hates every falfe 
way.” His habitual aim is to pleafe, ferve, and 
honor his heavenly Father. To this end his 
powers of body and mind, his talents, his ac- 
quifitions, his time and influence, are devoutly 
confecrated ; ina word, he prefents his body a 
living facrifice, holy and acceptable te God, which 
ss his reafonable fervice. It is added in the de- 
foription of the good man, “ He is gracious, and 
full of compassion, and righteous” —* he sheweth 
favor, and lendeth.” . 

In the verfes preceding, his devout and rev- 
erential regard to God and bis law are brought 
into view; in this, his benevolent difpofition and 
condu& towards his fellow creatures. Indeed, 
my friends, love to God and love to man are in- 
feparably conneéted, ‘The one is invariably pro- 
du@tive of the other. Without a benevolent re- 
gard to our fellow men, our pretenfions of lave 
to God areall vain. “Ifa man say, 1 love God, 


and hateth bis brother, be is a liar; jor be that : 


loveth not bis brother whom he hath seen, bow 
he love God whom be hath not seen? And ti 


commandment have we from him, that be 
loveth God, love bis brother also.” — 


This benevolent regard to others will be ex- 
prefled by the believer, not only in a fair, upright, 
and ftrialy juft conduct invall his intercourfe with 
spankind ; but in a difpofition to defire and to 
feek their true ha inefs, by compaffionating 
their wants, contributing to their relief, allevi- 
ating their diftrefs, and adminiftering to their 
comfort, to their > temporal and eternal peace, 
whenever it can be done. From his Lord’s ex- 
ample, be learms to be gracious and full of com- 
paffion, as well as juft ——He does not, as ftriking- 
ty expreffed by the prophet, “hide himfelf from 
his own fiefh.” ‘If a brother or fifter be naked 


and deftitute of daily food,” he is never heard to 


jay, ‘* Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled, | 
notwithftanding he gives them not thofe things 


which are needful-to the body.” | 


Ic is therefore further remarked of the right- 
cous, “He hath dispersed, he bath given to the 


yor. Our Savior, on a certain occafion, {aid 
tc his disciples, “ Ye have the poor with you 
always, 20d whenfoever ye will, ye may do them 
good.” It appears, that God in his providence 
has thus diverfified the condition of mankind on 
earth, not only that the poor and needy might be 
jn a fituation to manifett their patience, fubmif- 


f e; but alfo, that thofe, upon whom he 
competency or abundance, might have 


spar to him by their kindnefs and beneficence 
ds their fellow creatures. To his ancient 


eople, God faid, « Thou fhait not harden thy 


heart, nor fhut thine hand from thy poor brother ;_ 
hut thou ‘hall open thine hand wide unto him, 


: , and d confidence in him under ail the neceffi- | . 


it opportMnities of teftifying their tove and 


and furely lend him fufficient for his need in 4, 
which he wanteth ; for the poor fhall never cdite 
out of the land : therefore f command thee, fayin ; 
Thou fhall open thy hand wide unto thy brother. 
to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land.” 
With this divine injun@tion, the truly pious man 
cordially complies. He does not avaricioufly 
withhold from the needy relief, when in his 
power to confer it. 

«+ His liberal favors he extends ; 


To some he gives, to others lends : 
A generous pity fills his mind.” 


He regards himfelf as a fteward, and his property 
merely as a talent committed to his truft by his 
divine. Mafter, to whom an account of its im- 
provement muft foon be rendered. But while he 
buries not his talent in a napkin, or hoards up 
his wealth, neither does he diffipate his fubftance 
in needlefs expenfe, or difperfe his bounty at ran- 
dom ; but in that way and manner which are 
likely to produce the moft good to mankind, and 
glory to God: while hes liberal to others, he is 
juft to himfelf. ‘ | 
It is therefore added, in the further delineation 
of fuch a charaéter, “He will guide bis affairs 
with discretion” While he gives to one and 
Jends to another as opportunity prefents, he at 
the fame time eonduéts his affairs fo judicioully, 
with fuch prudence and economy, that inflead of 
impairing, he maintains and increales his eftate— 
yes, — = | 
‘5 - “What his charity impairs, 


- . -He saves by pradenes invaffeit ae es 
And thus he’s just to all mankms.— es 


“be 


A discreet, prudent, eco! 


3 yea, it is one 


important fource of active benehcence. He who 
is not prudent, cannot long, without a princely 
fortune, be liberal. This frugality, however, is 
effentially diftin& from that parfimonious and 
fordid {pivit which would pafs under its mafk. 
The true Chriftian is frugal, not for himfelf j,nor 
for his family alone; but for others. We illuf 
trates the apoftolic injunction, * Let him fabor, 
working with his hands the thing that is good, 
that he may have to give to him that needeth.”’ 
I merely notice what is further declared of 
fuck a character inthe Pfalm from which we are 
difcourfing, “ bis righteousness endureth forever.” 
«Fis goodnefs is not asthe morning cloud, and 
as the early dew, which goeth away.” His 
pious and devout courfe of life, like the morning 
light, fhineth brighter and brighter unto the per- 
fe& day. Being rooted and grounded in love, 
being governed by a divine and holy principle of 
heart, he is not fluctuating, but uniform and per- 
fevering in his obedience, in bis works of faith 
and piety. Hence it is faid, “* The righteous shali 
flourish like the palm tree, he shall grow like a 
cedar in Lebanon: they shall still bring forth fruit 
in old age: they shall be fat and flourishin 2, to 


shew that the Lord is upright.” Nay, his ieee 


oufnefs endureth forever, as it will in the day 
| decilion be adduced by his Judge; not in- 
deed asthe juftifying ground of his acceptance 
with God, but as the evidence of his faith and 
love, of his intereft in the meritorious righteouf- 
nefs and fanctifying grace of Chrift. “And I 
heard a voice from heaven, faying unto me, 
Write, Blefled are the dead which die in the 


. 


~- 


- ~ 
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~ Avhile he juftly values his own 


- to promote the good 
ro = 


Lord from henceforth : yea, faith the Spirit, that. 


they may reft from their labors, and their wo 
do follow them.” 
Such is a faint and imperfect delineation of 
the character of the righteous. i 
Let us now, 


Secondly, shew in what respects they shall be had 


in everlasting remembrance. 

1. The example of the good or righteous man 
fhall be long remembered.—This will live, and 
its influence wift be felt, long after he is removed 
from the earth. A good ora bad example is by 
no means limited in its effets to the narrow 
bounds of our own lives. Generations to rife 
will be influenced and affeéted by it. While the 
example of the finner will entail a long train of 
evils upon his pofterity, the fpirit and the vir- 
tues of the righteous may be cherifhed and em- 
braced by numerous defcendants, while his head 
igs fleeping in the duft ¥ 

». The benevolent exertions of the righteous 
to promote the temporal or {piritual good of their 
fellow creatures, will be long held in grateful re- 
membrance. ome 

Thetrue Chriftian, as we have feen, lives not 
‘mielf, ‘The glory of God, and the good of 
rs, are the governing motives of his heart. 
falvation, ftill a 
regard to the honor of God, and the interefts of 
his divine kingdom, ‘s the influential principle of 
his actions, To the promotion of thefe, he fub- 
ordinates every other intereft, motive, and feel- 
ing. Whatever may be the {phere of his action, 
whetber extenfive or confined, his aim will be 
o od of all within his influence, 
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and thus advance the fum of general happinefs. 
To this end, his prayers, his influence, his 
wealth, histime, his all, will he dire&ted. 

_ Efforts fo beneficent to promote the glory of 


God and the good of mankind, will, depraved 


as the world is, infpire efteem and admiration, 
and be remembered by numbers with grateful 
emotions. Yes, “in fucceeding ages, when the 
dwelling which the good man inhabited thall be 
mouldered to ruins, the pafling ftranger,” to 
ufe the words of a beautiful writer, “ will paufe 
and fay, There dwelt that friend of God, that 
venerable man, whofe life and labors, whofe 
cares, and prayers, and property, were devoted 
to doing good.” | 
3. We further remark, the name of the 
righteous will be had in lafting remembrance. 
“The memory of the juftis bleffed, while 
that of the wicked fhall rot.” Yes while his 
body is configned to its repofein the duft, the 
memoriai of his name will be flill freth and fra- 
grant as the morning breeze. Though it be, 
indeed, of lutle confequence to any one when re- 
moved, what his fellow creatures may think or 


fay of him, being equally indifferent to their 


cenfures and to their commendations; * ftill it is 
our duty to honor the memory of the righteous, 


~ and in general they are thus honored after their 


deceafe, and this honor is a token of th 
in a better world.” Hence, 

4 It is in heaven alone that the truly righte- 
ous wiil be remembered, and that forever. 

The period will at length arrive when ever: 
memorial on earth fhall be deftroyed; but the 
names of all true believers, being found in the 
Lamb's book of life, ghall never be erafed, but 


eir felicity 


. ' } 
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will be found unto praife and honor and glory at 
the appeating of Jefus Chrift. All their works of 
faith and piety performed here on earth, will then 
be diftinlly noticed and rewarded. —-Not even a 
cup of cold water civen in love to a difciple, fhail 
pafs unobferved by their divine Lord,-—Not that 
thefe acts cf beneficence will be regarded as the 
meritorious ground of their reward, but merely as 
the evidence of their faith in the juftifying righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift, and their meetnets for glory. 
And in proportion to their activity and engaged- 
nef in his fervice on earth, will be their reward in 
heaven. Thus the fervant, who had gained five 
talents, was made ruler over five cities. They 
will enter into the joy of their Lord, and fhine 
forth as the fun in the kingdom of their Father. 
The expreflion éo be had in everlasting remem~ 
brance, is the fame as #0 be had in everlastiag favor: 
hence it is the prayer of the Pfalmift, ‘‘ Remem=- 
ber me, O Lord, with the favor that ibou bearest 
unto thy people.” ‘Thus will the Redeemer re- 
member, thus will he regard with peculiar com- 
placency and delight, his true people. They 
will hear his gracious welcome, his divine bene- 
diction, ** Come, ye bleffed of my Father, inherit 

he kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
Giition of the world: for 1 was an hungered, and 
ye gave me meat ; 1 was thirfty, and ye gave 
me drink ; I was a ftranger, and ye took me in ; 
naked, and ye clothed me ; I was fick, and ye vifit- 
ed me; [ was in prifon, and ye came unto me: for 
snafmuch as ye have done it unto one of the leaft 
of thefe my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
Then will they realize the full accomplifhment 
of the Saviors prayer in their behalf, “ Father, 


I will they that whom thou haft given me be with 
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me wherel am, that they may behold my glory 
which thou haft given me. ‘For the Lamb 
which is in the midft of the throne fhall feed 
them, and fhall lead them unto living fountains 


of waters: and God fhall wipe away all tears 


99 
from their eyes. rs kale ‘5 
You have doubtlefs, my hearers, anticipated 


lication of the fubject. 
—— portrait thus haftily and imperfeQly 
fketched of the good man, are there not clearly 
difcernible many ftriking traits in the character 
of our departed friend and benefagtor? Not 
that I defign to eulogize the deceafed : this is not 
my cuftom. A brief view, however, of the 
charaéter of the venerable man, a fuitable notice 
of his active beneficence towards us as a fociety 
and as individuals, is not only a debt of gratitude 
we owe to his memory, but may alfo contribute 
much to the beft intereft of furvivors, by exciting 
unto love and to good works. ».__ | 
The aged friend,. whom we lament, was born 
in the north of Ireland, in the year 1735, and 
caine to this country at the age of three years, 
Re defcended fiom pious parents; and, as I have 
Jearnt from himielf, early enjoyed the blefling of 
religious inftru@ion, accompanied by prayer, and 
enforced by example. Of the precife time of his 
firft religious and faving impreflions we are not 
informed. It was, however, in early life that 
he joined in full communion with the church of 
Chrift in this town, then under the paftoral car 
: I care 
of the Rev. Mr. M’Gregore ; from which eriod 
his life and example have been uniform] ihe 
$ } y conGift. 
ent. Though fubje& to the paffions, infirmit; 
and imperfecti f : “> IDOTRBUSS, 
perfections, of the people ¢f God, yer 


through a protracted life he manifefted a Chrif- 


eee 
Fee 


tian fpirit, and adorned his *profeffion:—By. dil- 
igence, prudence, and fri@ economy, he carly 
acquired property fufficient to enable him to make 
fa ae in this town, and to commence 
ee in which he was eminently 

; or his uniform uprightnefs, integ- 
rity, and pun@uality. He very flrikingly Wut 
trated that trait in the Chriftian charaéter which 
we have confidered, “ be shall guide his affairs 
with discretion :? andin him alfo was fuifilled 
the divine promife, “avcalth and riches shall be im 
his house.” We foon acquired the confidence 
and efteem of his fellow citizens, and was pro- 
moted to offices of truft both civil and military, 
which he filled with refpeGiability. He was ever 
a firm and ative fupporter of moral, civil, and 
religious order. Ele was a devout obferver of 
family worfhip; and, fo long as his ftrength 
would admit, aconftant attendant upon divine 
inftitutions. For many years he was an exem~ 
plary and ufeful officer as well as member of the 
church of Chrift,and ever ready to aid in the prop- 
er adminiftration of the Gofpel and its ordinances. 

Though efteemed and honored, he was hum- 
ble and unafluming. A deep and abiding fenfe 
of his unworthinefs and guilt led him to renounce 
every other hope, and to place his entire reliance 
upon the fovereign mercy of God, and the merits 
of the Savior. 

Although diftinguifhed by the {miles of Provi- 
dence upon his temporal intereft, which he was 
ever ready devoutly to acknowledge, {till he was 
not without fevere trials—Frequently was he 
called to part with friends dear to his heart. He 
lived to follow, not only his parents, all his broth- 
ers and fitters, except one, but a wife and five 
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children, his whole family, to the grave. Amid 
fcenes fo painful and trying, he manifefted a 
calm, a devout fubmiflion to the divine will. 

But the moft diftinguithing trait in his char- 
acter was, perhaps, his benevolence and Iiberali- 
ty. He not only met with cheerfulnefs every 
public call upon his charity, but was peculiarly 
attentive to the wants of the indigent and affic- 
ed of his acquaintance. Yes, the poor and needy 
ever found him/a ready friend and benefactor— 
they often participated largely in his bounty. 
Never, no never, did the naked, the deftitute, 
the hungry, leave his hofpitable manfion unfup- 
plied. In one word, he was a man of a truly 
public and liberal fpirit.—A moft convincing 
proof of this he recently gave, in the ample do- 
nations made by him to the refpeCtive religious 
focieties in this town, forthe permanent fupport 
ofthe Gofpel ; and alfo in the provifion he has 
made for the education of our rifing youth, in 
the very liberal endowment of an inftitution in 
this place, which does and will we truft deferved- 
ly bear his name.* As he drew near the clofe of 
life, he abounded more and more in works of 
charity and beneficence. In him was illuftrated 
the words of the prophet, ‘ The liberal devifeth 
liberal things; and by liberal things fhall he 
ftand.” ; . 

Such is a brief fketch of the chara@er of that - 
venerable, refpected man, whofe remains we 
lately configned to the grave—and, my friends, 


* Major John Pinkerton has left, to each of the two 
religious societies in Londonderry, not far from ‘Bea 


thousand dollars, for the support of the spel : an 
twelve thousand as a fund to the Academy lately j a 
vated in this town by the name of the Pinkerton Acadentt 
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fhall he not be had in long, in lafting, in aflec- 
tionate remembrance? While his afhes are 
mouldering in yonder, diftant, lonely yard, fhall 
not his name, his example, his beneficence, live 
with grateful emotions in each furviving breaft? 
Yes! fo long as this town fhall exift—fo long as 
religious order fhall here be obferved—fo long as 
the Gefpel thall be preached in this place, and its 
inftitutions refpeled—{o long as fcience fhall be 
cherifhed, or our infant literary inftitution flour- 
ifh, the name Of PINKERTON {hall be “ fpoken 
with affection,” and his beneficent provifion for 
the fecurity and advancement of religious and 
public interefts fhall be held in tender and grateful 
remembrance. Generations yet unborn will, we 
truft, reap the fruits of his liberality, and rife up 
and “call him bleffed.”—In fine, he has lived an 
ornament to the town, and muft be regarded as 
its principal benefaGor, 

Left I fhould be thought to eftimate too highly 
his munificence in this refpe@, it may be proper 
to remind you, my hearers, that had not fome 
fuch provifion been made for the fupport of 
the Gofpe!, you would have had but little fecuri- 
ty for the continuance of divine inftitutions among 
you. Welive in a day of innovation, of divifion, 
and of change—and though now a wealthy, re- 
{pectable, and united, fociety, yet in lefs than half 
a century you might have fhared the fate of many 
others once as refpeCtable, but now broken, di- 
vided, and defolated, through infidel and fectari- 
an influence. ' 
~ Tt is fully known how embarrafling it is to fe- 
cure the prompt fupport of religious and moral 
order. ‘foo many in every place are difpofed to 
avail themfelves of the laxnefs of our civil code 


et 


ointment, a ad 
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improve it. And if, through the providence of 


God, the Gofpel be now made without chargeto eS 


you, you muft feel your increafed obligations to 


aid in fending the word of life to thofe who are 


fitting in the regions of {piritual death. * Freely 


you have received, freely give.” 

To conclude—While we fympathize with the 
bereaved relatives, let us rejoice in the hope that 
our departed friend died in the Lord, and will be 
in lafting remembrance, not only on earth, but 
in heaven, Like Abraham, he has aiid ina 
good old age, an old man, and full of years—and 
we truft, like the father of the faithful, has been 
oe to his people, to the redeemed of the 
‘ eed and is now freed from all the remains of 

i—from all the infirmities of human nature, 


left behind. tha ahs 

“tt behind, that — is better than precious 
= & good. name,” —Peace be to 
memory.—Amen, _ | : 
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and aBnect Be long groaned—from all the trials 
ia a life, and rejoicing in the po = 
| perfe& purity and blifs; while he has 
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